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"At the graveside, my little nephew looked across the grave and accused me of killing my dad from the stress I put him through. What do 
you say? . . . Now the light at the end of the tunnel isn’t a freight train coming at me anymore. It’s recovery in Jesus Christ." 

THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL
The men who walk through the front 
door of the Rescue Mission’s River of 
Life men’s shelter know they will find a 
friendly, understanding face behind the 
front desk. The smiling face belongs to 
Don, a graduate who entered the New 
Life Program at the Mission three years 
ago and now works full-time at the 
shelter. 

“No one comes through that door who 
intimidates me or scares me. They know 
me as someone who wants to hear their 
story and wants to help,” he says. “And 

that’s the most interesting part, because 
it’s not all about substance abuse, broken 
families, or mental illness. Life just 
throws you a bad loop sometimes and 
suddenly you are at the Mission needing 
help.”

When he was in junior high, Don says 
he remembers his mom flushing his pot. 
He knew when he was eighteen that he 
was out of control, and struggled with 
addiction and its consequences for most 
of his adult life. Alcohol was his drug  
of choice, though he’s used other drugs 

such as cocaine, meth, and heroine. “I’ve 
experimented with it all. I would abuse 
antacids if I could, that’s my weakness,” 
he says. 

A little over three years ago, Don had 
essentially lost everything and was living 
in his car. He was arrested and charged 
with an Excessive DUI after police found 
him in a Walmart parking lot with an 
open bottle of vodka next to him. 

He slept on a mat on the floor of the >> 
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office visited Don in jail and told him 
about the Rescue Mission and Don says, 
“When I came here, I was broken. I told 
a counselor 'I’ve destroyed everything 
in my life. I have no more dreams left.' 
But you can see the dedication in the 
people who work for the Mission. They 
have created a community here where we 
know that we are not alone, we are all 
in this together.  And now the light at 
the end of the tunnel isn’t a freight train 
coming at me anymore. It’s recovery in 
Jesus Christ and helping other people. 
It’s humanity.”

Three years later, working at the River of 
Life is Don’s career—he works on staff 
full-time as an administrative assistant. 
He says, "I try to live my life now by 
the example that Christ set. If I can be 

(Continued from page 1)
>> jail, unable to feed himself while his 
body went through withdrawal. That 
was the moment for him. He knew 
he had to stay there until he could get 
into a recovery program. Don was in 
jail for six months, and while he was 
there, his father passed away. He says he 
was released with an ankle bracelet and 
allowed to attend the funeral, but he 
never got to say good-bye to his dad. 

Don recalls, “At the graveside, my little 
nephew looked across the grave and 
accused me of killing my dad from the 
stress I put him through. What do you 
say? ‘Yeah…you could be right.’ That’s 
been hard to live with.” 

An employee from the Veteran Affairs 

AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL (cont.)
a good example to other people, that’s 
great; that’s the way I want it. And that’s 
how I handle the guilt. 

"I don’t know if it’s a good thing or a bad 
thing, but it works for me. It keeps me 
sober. It gives me goals. I think all the 
time, ‘What else can I do to help other 
people, help men who have been in my 
situation?’ 

"They say if you find something you 
love to do, you’ll never work a day in 
your life. And I found it in the Rescue 
Mission,” Don says. “The Mission has 
given me a purpose. I am so grateful to 
everyone who has given me this gift.”

Watch Don's testimony video online at 
BoiseRM.org/july-2017-newsletter.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Mission Friends,
As I wrote this letter originally, I intended 
to let you know of exciting changes in 
the lives of staff at the Mission that have 
led them to follow passionately after 
God's calling and on to new adventures.
One of those changes is that our super 
energetic friend to all, Vice President of 
Development, Jason Billester announced 
his departure to enter a different type 
of ministry. The nine years that Jason 
has served with us are marked with 
milestones of growth and expansion. 
Thank you, Jason, for your excellent 
ministry at the Rescue Mission. 
Some of you may remember Paul 
Harvey's show on ABC's radio network 
called The Rest of the Story.  When we 
announced that our friend, John McGee, 

would be stepping into Jason's role, the 
response from the public was polarized; 
alongside an outpouring of support 
from those who know the man John 
has become were also some people who 
lashed out in anger and even hatred. 
I wanted to make sure that you, our 
faithful donors and friends, know the 
rest of this story.
You can be confident that every 
decision we make at the Mission is 
anchored in much prayer and wise 
counsel. This one was no different.  
What many of you may not know is 
that John has been serving the Mission 
in much smaller capacities for about 
three years now.  He came to us then 
with a humble heart, willing to do 
anything we needed. He's proven 
himself again and again to be faithful 
and trustworthy; an asset to the 
ministry that we have with people who 
are hurting and in need. This was no 
small or sudden decision on our part 
or his.   
I’ve known John personally for about 12 
years, so I knew him before his public 

failure. John McGee was a respected 
Senator when he fell away from the 
narrow path. While he was in jail, the 
Mission had the privilege of reaching 
out to him. One of our staff members 
met and prayed with him every week.  
And then, as he moved on with his life, 
it was a happy moment when he said 
he wanted to give something back.
I remember John telling me that he 
was so blessed that his wife, family, 
church and pastor did not abandon 
him. The depth of that experience of 
grace stirred his heart for people who 
do not have that kind of support >> 

Incoming V.P. of Development, John McGee, 
President and CEO Rev. Bill Roscoe, and 

Jason Billester.

(Continued on page 4)
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at time of purchase. Discount not valid 
with any other offer or coupon. Not valid 
for the purchase of gift cards. COUPON 
EXPIRES 08-31-2017.

1215 12th Avenue S, Nampa
208-466-4006  
Hours: 9am – 7pm 
Monday – Saturday  
(Closed Sundays)

the
RESCUE MISSION
THRIFT STORE

$1 $5Off  
Every 

You 
Spend

Find our latest sales and specials at  
BoiseRM.org/thrift-store

BRING THIS COUPON WITH 
YOU TO RECEIVE

Every  Donation, Every Purchase, Restoring 
Faith, Hope, and Family!

Feel free to drop donations off at 
any of the Mission’s facilities in 
Boise and Nampa.  We will make 
sure everything gets to the right 
place. 
If you have questions, or would 
like arrange a pick-up, call the 

Mission’s warehouse 
staff at 368-0824.

DONATION DROP OFF:

 £ Bottled Water

 £ Ground Coffee

 £ Insect Repellent

 £ Sun screen

 £ Prepackaged snacks

A GREAT AMERICAN HERO
It was with deep sadness that we share with 
you the  passing on June 14th of our friend, 
World War II hero, and Medal of Honor 
recipient Captain Art Jackson who was 92.
President Harry S. Truman presented Cpt. 
Jackson with the Medal of Honor for valor 
during the Battle of Peleliu when, in the face 
of  heavy gunfire, he advanced and single-
handedly wiped out twelve of the enemy's 
pill boxes. He was only 19 years old.  His 
citation reads, “His gallant initiative and 
heroic conduct in the face of extreme peril 
reflect the highest credit upon Pfc. Jackson 
and the U.S. Naval Service.”
Cpt. Jackson was, and his wife Sally is a great 
friend of our ministry. Please keep Sally in 
your prayers.
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MINISTRY CENTER 
WAREHOUSE & ADMINISTRATION

308 S. 24th St. 
Boise, ID 83702
Admin - 208-343-2389
Warehouse - 208-368-0824
Hours for donations:   
Mon - Fri, 9am to 5pm

CITY LIGHT  
HOME FOR WOMEN & CHILDREN

1404 W. Jefferson St.
Boise, ID 83702
208-368-9901

RIVER OF LIFE  
RESCUE MISSION

575 S. 13th St.
Boise, ID 83702
208-389-9840

LIGHTHOUSE  
RESCUE MISSION

304 16th Ave. North
Nampa, ID 83687
208-461-5030

VALLEY  
WOMEN & CHILDREN’S SHELTER

869 W. Corporate Lane
Nampa, ID  83651
208-475-0725

THE RESCUE MISSION 
THRIFT STORE

1215 12th Ave. South
Nampa, ID  83651
208-466-4006
Store Hours:
Mon - Sat, 9am to 7pm
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FIND OUT MORE: 

   BoiseRM.org

GIVE NOW:

   BoiseRM.org/GiveHope

CONNECT WITH US:

FROM THE PRESIDENT (cont.)
(Continued from page 2)
>> and, after failure, are left to try to recover alone. John's compassion and concern 
for people in need have multiplied and he has become a man who is compelled to 
reach those who are lost and hurting with the gospel of hope.
Those of us who have been following him and spending time with him say, "Yes, 
there is a difference, there is a definite change in him." I recognize the same gifts in 
him that made him a respected Senator - they are the talents and abilities that God 
has given him - but now it is different. Now, he is a man filled with empathy for 
others, a loving and dedicated father and husband whose heart is right with God. 
When you know the rest of John's story, and that of his family, it is very clear that 
God is at work in a mighty way. It's the way of the gospel. It's the way of things here 
at the Mission. We witness and experience it every day, in big and small ways; in the 
lives of the weakest and strongest among us. Every single member of our staff is a 
product of the hope that is found in God's forgiveness 
and redeeming love. Romans 5:8 says, "In that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us." All of us. To borrow 
a quote from someone else, "We’ve come to recognize 
that Jesus Christ is all about reclaiming what hell has 
stolen." That is the hope that we have to offer our guests, 
our staff, and our community. 
I thank God that our Rescue Mission, a place where lives 
are transformed, has another staff member who knows 
the reality of the power of God in a deep, extremely 
personal way, and can share a testimony of authentic 
redemption. We welcome John to our team and look 
forward to seeing how God will use him to further the 
work of the gospel. 
I thank God for you too. Thank you again for your 
amazing support. Every meal, every safe night of shelter, 
every recovery accomplished at the Mission is the result of your support. Please, keep 
us in your prayer, and in your budget. You are a gift from God. 

Read John and Hanna's 
story online at  
BoiseRM.org/family.

Boise Rescue Mission Ministries' 60th Anniversary is coming up next year and, 
while it may seem early, we know it is just around the corner. We are preparing 
to celebrate the work that God has been doing through the Mission these past 
60 years and we want to hear from you. Would you share your Rescue Mission 
story with us? Whether you are, or have been, a volunteer, a donor, a guest or 
program member, or staff, we have set up a page on our website for you to share 
your memories, your thoughts about the Mission, and even your photos. The 
page can be found online at  BoiseRM.org/my-story.

In His Service with You,

Rev. Bill Roscoe 
President/CEO 
revbill@boiserm.org


