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NEW LIFE DISCIPLESHIP RECOVERY PROGRAM

at BOISE RESCUE MISSION MINISTRIES

The New Life Program is the Mission’s 1-2 year drug and alcohol addiction recovery 
program. It provides discipleship, accountability, counseling, education, and a Bible-
based curriculum to help men and women end their addictions and gain the tools to 
stay addiction-free. Since the Program’s beginning in 1996, more than 328 men and 
women have graduated and moved on to build productive, successful lives.

PROGRAM CAPACITY:
• Lighthouse - 18

• River of Life - 30 
• City Light - 30

LENGTH: The time it takes to complete the Program varies by individual, 
averaging from 1 to 2 years.

COST: The New Life Program is funded solely through grants and the generous 
members of our community and is free for the men and women participating. 

REQUIREMENTS: Anyone wishing to commit to the Program must complete an 
application and interview with staff. For information about applications, see page 
23.

YOU CAN HELP!
MENTOR - Christian men and women are needed to come alongside program 
members and counsel them.
TUTOR - Academics is an important part of the NLP. You can help by volunteering 
as a tutor for the men and women working towards a GED.
DONATE - This month is MAY MATCH and your gift to Boise Rescue Mission 
Ministries counts for twice as much this month. Giving is easy. Send a check to 
BRMM, PO Box 1494, Boise ID 83701; call (208)343-2389; or go to 
BoiseRM.org/Donate to put your gift to work even faster.
CONNECT - Text ‘HOPE’ to 555888 and download the Rescue Mission App 
today! The app is the best way to stay connected and follow-up with how your gift is 
helping our community.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has passed away, the new has come!

2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) 
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But this I call to mind, and therefore 
I have hope: 

The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases;  

his mercies never come to an end;  
they are new every morning; 

great is Your faithfulness. 
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 

“therefore I will hope in him.” 
The Lord is good to those who wait for him,  to the 

soul who seeks him.
Lamentations 3:21-25 (ESV)
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BRITTANY HANENBURG

The hardest part for me about my 
testimony is looking at all the people 
I hurt. I once was a hurt child. My 
adopted mother and her family greatly 
loved me, but my adoptive father was 
an abused/abusive alcoholic with 
untreated mental health issues. Hurt 
people hurt people, as they say. That 
was true for my father and became 
true for me also. But without Christ, I 
was lost. I used to do whatever I could 
to fill the void inside and try to heal 
my hurt with things other than Jesus: 

self-harm, drugs, men, prostitution, food, other religions, etc. I had two beautiful 
daughters, and yet I continued to choose drugs and men over them. I put them 
both in harms way over and over again through my selfish attempts at numbing 
my pain and my self-hatred. I took advantage of the ones who loved me, including 
my Mom. I hurt them greatly! 

March 30th, 2017 I received a phone call from public health. I had tested 
positive for syphilis. Based on my symptoms, I was to go to the ER immediately, 
or I would die. They treated me for two weeks for Neurosyphilis, but syphilis 
had hit my spinal fluid and was attacking my brain. It takes almost 10+ years of 
syphilis to get to the stage of neurosyphilis. It took me three months. Honestly, 
I’m really glad it happened. In the hospital, I called my mom, and after talking 
to her, I didn’t think I was going to see my kids again. I had no one to blame but 
myself. They didn’t deserve the kind of mom I was then; they didn’t deserve to be 
abandoned. After I left the hospital, I went to a sober-living house. I found out 
about the New Life Program and at 11 am on April 18th, 2017 God said to me, 
let’s finish what we started. That began the process of coming here to the Rescue 
Mission, and it was the BEST decision I ever made in my life.

I chose Jesus the day I decided to say yes to the New Life Program! I decided 
to put my family first, over any comfort; it wasn’t comfortable leaving everything 
I knew, but my girls deserved a better mom. Choosing Jesus meant choosing life 
and family and letting go of self-hate! Now I’m living with my mom and beautiful 
daughters Aisha and Melody. I will have two years of living sober on April 15, 
2019. I have a good job, and I start school on July 1st for my Nursing Assistant 
Certificate.
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TABITHA COFFEY

Lost in a whirlwind of desperation 
and despair, I clung to any man I could 
find. I had lost my dad at a young age 
and after that had an abusive stepdad. My 
stepdad introduced me to alcohol and pot 
at ages so young, I can hardly remember. 

By 6th grade, I smoked weed daily and 
was gone from home as much as possible 
to avoid my stepdad. Not long after, I 
started using meth.

I married my first husband the 
summer before my senior year of high 
school. At first, he made me feel special 

and wanted. We had a beautiful little girl together. Two weeks after the birth of my 
baby, unfortunately, I was back on meth and living the destructive lifestyle.

 Once my daughter was two years old, I could no longer take the abuse from 
my husband, so I moved in with my mom. I went to college. I got drunk a lot and 
still used meth daily.

I soon married again and got divorced. I found myself in the most profound 
depression in my life when my brother, whom I loved dearly, lost his life to suicide 
after that.

Shortly after, I met my third husband through a drug deal. He taught me how 
to traffic drugs between states, about guns, and about prostitution. 

Two weeks after I had quit my job, the SWAT team arrested my husband 
and me. He was a fugitive, and so he went back to prison. I was in custody for 
harboring but got released the next morning. That, however, only made me think 
I was untouchable so I proceeded to do everything my husband had taught me to 
do with him, on my own. 

I was in the deepest darkest depths of hell, and I wanted to commit suicide. I 
reached out to an old friend on Facebook, and he came out to help me. He showed 
up to my hotel room with food and called City Light. He told me of a program I 
could go to with my daughter and get the help I needed without judgment. 

The same day I filled out my application for the New Life Program is the same 
day I began a clean lifestyle. I stopped living in hotels and selling my body; I went 
back home to live with my mom. 

On September 14, 2017, I did the scariest thing I had ever done before: I 



LEWIS SCHNIDER

Eight months ago, I woke up in jail 
not remembering much of how I got there. 
I was unemployed, broke, and on the 
verge of suicide. 

I miraculously ended up at the Rescue 
Mission, not by coincidence, but by 
God’s grace. With many reservations, I 
surrendered all to God and put him in the 
driver’s seat. 

My life has never been as peaceful and 
understanding as it has been these months 
that I have been in the program. I want to 
say thank you to all of those around me 

who have allowed God and His Holy Spirit to work through them thus allowing 
God to bring me to where I need to be - a place of honesty and understanding. It 
is where I am now through God’s faithfulness, love, and guidance. 

This quote has been an encouragement to me: “Don’t tell God how big your 
problem or addiction is; tell your problem or addiction how big God is.”

walked through the doors of City Light Home for Women and Children. I was 
terrified. 

Fortunately, I stepped out of my comfort zone and put all of me into this 
program. Soon, my heart started to change because God began to transform 
me. Like Romans 12:2 states “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what that good is, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

My mind was in the process of transforming, and now, I am a new 
transformation. I have flourished into something I would never have imagined for 
my life. I give my testimony regularly to impact the lives of people. I now have a 
career where I am depended on and make a difference in the community around 
me. I help influence others who come from where I once was.  I learned so many 
things since I let God into my heart. I know that I am a woman of God, a loving 
mother, a caring daughter, a kind friend, a good listener and a compassionate 
human among many other things. I once was hard with walls higher than the 
tallest mountain peaks, and now, I share my story with loving tenderness praying 
that I change even one person’s life. 
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CRYSTAL JOHNSON

Growing up, I had a good family. I 
didn’t have any traumas. I didn’t have any 
tough things going on in my life. Nonethe-
less, I was angry. I burned a lot of bridges, 
and I did a lot of things because of that 
anger. 

Eventually, it carried into my teen 
years. I started drinking as a teenager. I 
started smoking marijuana to try to fit 
into a crowd that I was never a part of 
in the first place. It continued into my 
twenties. Then, when I was 25, I was in a 
car wreck, and that started the downward 
spiral of my life.

It started with a prescription for pain 
medication, but then eventually led to doing crystal meth. I was endlessly trying 
to get the next high until I got arrested for drug possession. I lost the custody of 
my son and got sentenced to drug court. 

I stayed a year sober and, once I came out of drug court, I was feeling great 
about myself. I regained custody of my son, and everything was looking up. 

But then life’s “hardness” came in. All the punches - really just regular things 
that life throws at you - came down and I couldn’t deal with them. 

Unfortunately, I started drinking and became an alcoholic very, very quickly. I 
allowed it to take everything away from me. I lost custody of my son again. 

In addition to that, I was also in an awful situation with a man who was also 
an alcoholic. One night, he threw a bottle at my head when I refused to drink with 
him. The police took him to jail, and I was sitting on the couch knowing that this 
wasn’t the life I wanted. Everything that had happened to me, I allowed it. 

I hit the floor and cried for God to help me. I didn’t know how, but I asked 
God to help me, and right away I felt that everything was going to be okay. Voices 
Against Violence told me about Boise Rescue Mission Ministries and helped me 
get the application for the New Life Program. I came to the Rescue Mission and, 
as soon as I walked in those doors, I felt this overwhelming peace.

Since I’ve been here, my relationship with my family and son is restored. My 
life and heart are full of hope, peace, and love. All of my anger is gone!

I look forward to taking what I’ve learned here, applying it out there, and 
living well. I will bring that peace with me and know that, no matter what I face, 
those obstacles that have knocked me down before are different this time around 
because I have God; I have the King of Kings by my side.
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MICHELLE KORANDA

 I tried to find anything to fill this 
hole - this deficit at my very core. I 
would do whatever it took to take away 
the pain. My addictions ranged from 
food, anorexia/bulimia, gambling, 
immoral behavior, and finally, drugs 
and alcohol. Nothing worked, but the 
devastation I left along the way was 
deplorable. The lying, stealing, depraved 
behavior, and worst of all, the pain 
I caused my loved ones. It broke my 
heart, but I couldn’t stop. I tried many 
rehabs and other programs, but nothing 
worked.

About three years ago, my husband was pretty much done with me and my 
drinking. I was hurting him and my three sweet girls. I had nowhere in Texas left 
to go. I came to Idaho to stay with my family in Buhl, but it didn’t take long before 
my lying, stealing, and drinking found me being asked to leave their home as well. 
I was homeless and hopeless. I found myself once again in total despair feeling 
that taking my life was my only option, but God was not done with me yet. 

I spent a week in a psychiatric ward and then a month in yet another rehab. I 
had nowhere to go, and I knew I needed help. I was lost and barely holding on to 
life when I got referred to the New Life Program at City Light. I walked through 
the doors on October 27, 2017, and it has saved my life. It has not been easy, but 
nothing worthwhile is. 

This program and the staff are remarkable. It was here and with these 
beautiful people that I honestly found Christ in my heart. The Lord has filled that 
“hole,” and for the first time in over 40 years, I know real joy and hope. I have had 
many, many physical setbacks during my time in the program. The Mission has 
been behind me 100% helping me along the way. I am so very, very, grateful to 
the Mission and the excellent staff. They have changed my life. I now have hope 
because I know the Lord will always be with me and He will never forsake me.
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VICTORIA KETCHUM

My life started exceptionally well. I 
grew up in a middle-class home with two 
parents who loved me unconditionally. 
Schooling came easy to me, and I was able 
to achieve good grades without ever really 
applying myself. I never wanted anything 
because I was the only child to two very 
fiscally responsible parents. I was spoiled, 
and nothing in life seemed to be anything 
I couldn’t conquer, achieve, or acquire. 

The only thing missing from my world 
was God. I was an atheist who believed 
that life was short and that all I was 

required to do was enjoy it and live it exactly how I wanted to. I didn’t realize then 
how dangerous and dark my world was without Him.

I began to experiment with drugs after I graduated high school. Life was easy, 
and with ease comes complacency. I was bored with life; and even though I had 
everything a person could want, I was empty inside. Drugs were a quick and easy 
fix to make myself believe that I was “happy.” I felt untouchable because even after 
all of the PSA’s I heard growing up about how using drugs just “one time” would 
get me instantly hooked, I was able to experiment without becoming dependent. 
That was true until I made the devastating choice to try pain killers. I abused these 
drugs and soon had to keep using just so my body wouldn’t go into withdrawals. 

This pattern of using pain pills eventually evolved into a full-fledged heroin 
addiction. It surged on with full-force strength until I eventually got indicted for 
conspiracy to traffic heroin. I went to prison and thought that I was magically all 
better when I got out. I was able to function very well in society for about a year 
after I was released, but my life was still empty. I had support, love, money, and 
resources to be successful, but I was still unhappy. I began using drugs again and 
the vicious cycle of using to “stay well” swung right back into action. I was re-
arrested and now had a brand new possession charge to deal with.

I was brought to my knees at that point. I didn’t know God, but I began to ask 
Him for help. I didn’t know how to pray, but my heart did. God sent me a woman 
while I was in jail who informed me about the New Life Program and told me that 
if I wanted a real change, then that’s the place where I’d find it. I applied and was 
accepted only one week before my sentencing date. The judge told me that he was 
ready to impose all of my time and send me back to prison that day, but for some 
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MATTHEW MCGRAW

I remember having no meaning to 
life; I wandered around aimlessly with no 
direction. I went from house to house and 
jail cell to jail cell. It was all because of the 
use of drugs. 

I was lost and dead mentally, 
emotionally, and spiritually. I had no 
meaning in my life.

Ever since coming to the New Life 
Program, my whole perspective on life 
has changed dramatically. I have direction 
with faith and hope to follow. 

I’m young and have a lot of life to live 
ahead of me, and now I can live it with 

meaning. I’m not the person I was before, and I can honestly say I have a new life 
and can live it clean and sober, thanks to the New Life Program.

reason, he saw something in me and was going to give me this opportunity to 
change my life.

I met Jesus at the Rescue Mission, and I fell in love with Him. I opened my 
heart up to God, and He began to illuminate the dark areas in my life. He restored 
my relationships with my family and friends who I had shut out or burned on my 
course of self-destruction. He also worked through me and led my mother into 
His loving arms. My mom saw God’s power work in my life, and she was an eye-
witness to how much light shown in my life from God. I was indeed a new person 
after I welcomed Jesus into my heart. My empty feeling is gone now. My life has 
much more meaning with Him than it ever did before. I no longer live for myself 
- I live so that I may be a light to others who are still lost in the dark and to glorify 
Him. As it turns out, that was all I was ever really missing.
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KEVIN CARLSON

Before I came to the Lighthouse, I was 
homeless, and the only priority in my life 
was getting drugs. I was so lost in depres-
sion that the only way to numb the pain 
was to use any drugs. 

Honestly, I never thought that I would 
make it out because I was so scared to lose 
the one thing that made me feel good - my 
drugs. 

Eventually, my drug use got too ex-
pensive, and I was struggling to get them. 
That’s when things took a turn for the 
worse in my life. 

I would do anything to get high. Once I had gotten to this point in my 
addiction, it felt dark. I was scared of how dark it was getting, but it was even 
scarier to try and quit. I guess you can say that I had lost all hope for my life. 

Then, I was told about the Lighthouse Rescue Mission. I was told that they 
could help me, but I was very skeptical about it because I had been through other 
programs that didn’t help even to the slightest. The Lighthouse was different. 
The Lighthouse helped me find God. They also helped give me the tools that I 
use every day to remain sober. I pray and thank God every day for all the Rescue 
Mission has done for me.

I can happily say that I have been able to rekindle my relationships with my 
family and am currently doing so with my son. I also am running my own 
business: Carlson’s Construction Services. God has been helping me do some 
amazing things in recovery. If anyone is thinking about getting into this 
program, I highly recommend it. If they helped me, they can help anyone that 
reaches out and truly wants it.

Thank you Boise Rescue Mission Ministries!
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TOD CLARK

Ever since 2014, I have lived my life as 
an every-evening alcohol-drinker. I spent 
most of those years not thinking of myself 
as an alcoholic, at least not until the end 
of 2017 – that’s when I could see and feel 
that the alcohol had full control of me and 
my life. 

After spending a few weeks in detox, 
the Rescue Mission New Life Recovery 
Program accepted me into their program. 
Here at the Lighthouse, they have taught 
me about Christianity and helped me with 
my rehabilitation.

This program works well, but you have to truly never want to use drugs or 
alcohol again. Every day I tell myself “I will never drink again.” In Christ, I know 
that’s possible. They have taught me to pray with faith and also to act with self-
control. Now, thanks to the Rescue Mission, I can walk the talk in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
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KYLE CROCKER

Before I entered the New Life 
Program at the Lighthouse Rescue 
Mission, I was completely lost in my 
addictions, which included a variety of 
substances - mainly meth and heroin. 

I thought I was living an okay life. 
I thought I was in control, not realizing 
that the drugs were controlling me. I had 
a family that loved me, but I didn’t love 
myself. 

One night, I came home high and got 
into an argument with my girlfriend and 

picked up a domestic violence charge. At that point, I realized I had completely 
lost myself - the real me - and I needed help. It was then that I checked into the 
New Life Program. 

Since coming to the program, my life has completely turned around. I have 
come to know Jesus Christ, and I have given my life to Him. I was baptized on 
April 8th, 2018 and celebrated one-year of sobriety on March 18th, 2019. Jesus has 
given me redemption for my life and has given me reconciliation with my fiancé, 
Alma, and our three children: Jordan (7), Kobe (4) and Aivy (2). I am currently 
working full time. 

I am beyond grateful for what He has done in my life. I want to thank 
everyone that has been a part of my new life and my recovery.
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STEVE OSTROM

I was born here in Nampa, Idaho 59 
years ago. I started using marijuana in 
the 7th grade and from there, went to one 
drug after another. Alcohol substance 
abuse has been an on and off thing in my 
life. I would get into trouble, things would 
go crazy after a while, and I would try to 
quit. Only I couldn’t stop, and the cycle 
continued until now.

I have never been in a recovery 
program or had help like this where I felt 
genuine compassion because somebody 
cared about me. There were many times in 

a jail cell that I cried out to God to “help me please” and He did. I would do good 
for a while, but then it would start all back over, and I would start using drugs 
again. I felt like there was no hope for me in life. 

When I came here in July, I was scared to do it. I didn’t know what to 
expect. But when I got here, I was welcomed with open arms. Often programmers 
reached out to me and gave me things like shampoo and soap. They were kind 
to me. That helped me to relax. The staff here were also very good to me. They’ve 
been more than just Rescue Mission staff; they are my friends and brothers in 
Christ. 

I have nine months of sobriety right now and will have a year when I 
graduate. I’ve never been this clean in my life, and it feels great. I have developed a 
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, and I also have made amends with some of 
my family members who didn’t want anything to do with me. That is all because 
of the New Life Program.  

God has been good to me. I can honestly say and believe that this program 
saved my life from where I was headed - down a road of destruction. But God had 
different plans for me and made way for me to come here. I want to say thank you 
to the Rescue Mission for having a program like this for people like me who are 
trapped by the devil and don’t know how to get loose. Rev. Roscoe said to me 
before I went into the program that I would not regret it. He was right. Thank 
God for this place!
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ORIN ALEXANDER

My life started with what I believed 
was normal for most kids.  I would see 
my dad, uncles, and friends sit around 
and smoke weed and drink beer.  Drugs 
and alcohol seemed to be the “norm” in 
any home.  I didn’t think much of it, even 
after my Dad left and I quit seeing him 
altogether. 

By my junior year in high school, I 
was using alcohol daily. I later joined the 
National Guard and had women, cars, 
and alcohol, thinking I had everything I 
needed. Unfortunately, my life after that 

consisted of a drunk driving accident, resulted in a manslaughter charge, jail time, 
continued drinking, becoming a father on several occasions, a marriage, divorce, 
multiple employments, the proverbial burning of bridges, a suicide attempt, 
depression, drug use, and the list goes on. 

Then, after losing my grandparents whom I loved and cherished, I decided 
to take a bottle of my prescribed anti-depressants and drink to numb the pain 
for good. However, to my amazement, I woke up in the hospital. I was eventually 
evaluated and placed in a mental health unit for a lengthy stay. It was in this 
hospital unit where I finally surrendered my life to God, which has made all the 
difference since!

Upon accepting Jesus’ call on my life, God made way for me to enroll in the 
New Life Program at the River of Life. During my time here, I have engaged 
in constructive and positive classes centered on both Christ and recovery, 
maintained a clean and sober lifestyle, begun to heal and repair relationships with 
my children, and am now attending barber school to help create a healthy and 
sustainable future for my children and myself.
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ANDREW BOUCK

I started using drugs and alcohol at a 
young age. It paved the way in my life for 
sad events. 

In my adult years, my addiction 
became worse. The violence, jail time, 
and isolation it caused in my life was 
something I never imagined would 
happen. It then led to my being homeless 
for years. 

Because of the Rescue Mission and 
staff, I have been able to seek Christ more 
and build that relationship. I received the 

gift of new life, and I never want to go back to my empty, sad state. I am in school 
now and have a good career. All glory to God!

I want to share a passage that has been an encouragement to me: 
Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat 
or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds 
of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?
And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore 
do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added 
to you. Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
Matthew 6:25-34 (ESV)
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MARK HENNESSY

I am 57 years old, and I am a believer 
in Jesus Christ. I was born in Ogden, Utah 
in 1962 and moved to Idaho in 1998. 

Throughout my life, I have struggled 
with pot, meth, and alcohol. During the 
last 15 years, I’ve used drugs, hung out 
with all the wrong people, and was in and 
out of jail and prison. 

Then I found out about the New Life 
Program while in prison. I knew I had to 
get help and stay clean and sober to stay 
out of there. After several failed attempts, 
the New Life Program introduced me to 

the Lord. I chose to surrender my life to Him, the Rescue Mission, and New Life 
Program. God has given me life again! 

My favorite verse is John 3:16 (ESV): 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.



JEFF JOHNSON

My life before the New Life Program 
was a new low for me. Spiritually, I was 
dead and was not in communication with 
God. I was empty and dark. Emotionally, 
I was a wreck. I had extreme mood swings 
with no consistency or stability. Physically, 
I had stopped any form of exercise and 
ended up in a medically induced coma for 
12 days. 

I felt like death, and that’s what I 
wanted - to die. I was the lowest I had ever 
been and thought I had no way out. Then 
I started to pray.

After being led to the River of Life Rescue Mission, miracles began to happen 
day after day. I cried out to God, and He was there to take my hand. Over the 
months, He has shown me how much He loves me. 

My walk with God is as strong as it has ever been. I am emotionally consistent 
and stable and have healthy boundaries in my life. I regularly exercise now and 
have a much clearer mind. Simply put, God answered my cry out to Him with the 
New Life Program, and I am forever grateful!
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SEAN LANIER

The world was bleak. I had my ups 
and downs. People in every sense had 
betrayed me. I was a new Christian and 
learning to live my life according to the 
word of God. However,  even though 
I dedicated my life to Christ, I was not 
wholly aware of the consequences of 
following my will and trying to make it 
right as I saw fit. I wanted what I wanted 
and thought I could make it right in my 
time. I was mistaken.

I had moved to Boise and started a 
new job working nights and weekends. 
I was away from everyone I knew and 

was doing my best to get connected to a church. I was so shy, especially because 
I knew that God was real. After months of isolation, I started to seek out new 
relationships online. Many of these did not go well, and it was easy to tell what 
kind of people most were. I finally met one and thought that I had fallen in love. 
In the end, I found out she was with other people pretty frequently. I turned to 
alcohol to try to fix the brokenness that I felt and became addicted. One day, 
I walked in on her with another man and instantly fell apart and broke some 
furniture in my rage. 

I was in jail for the damage to the furniture when I found out about the New 
Life Program. I instantly had the Holy Spirit move in me. I had the intuition of 
God so strong at that moment. I started to try to get an application in for over 
a month. Finally, I was accepted, and I began in October of 2017. I had no idea 
what to do with my life. I was utterly lost and broken. I had faith in God and 
dedicated myself to doing the right thing as well as I could from this point on, but 
I needed guidance and a hand up. Thank God for the staff at the NLP. They have 
been the most significant influence in my life for good that I have ever had. They 
are just like family.

Since the NLP, my heart healed. I thought that for the rest of my life, I would 
never trust anyone ever again. Thankfully, I have trust in the Godly people that 
work here. The hand of God is with them and their work. Now I am working 
full time and going to NNU to become an ordained Reverend and earn a BA in 
Christian Ministry with a Minor in Family Ministry. I would’ve never been able to 
be anything at all in the brokenness that was me. I owe everything to God and His 
work through Boise Rescue Mission Ministries. Love you guys!
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TREVOR SALMON

I grew up in a devout Mormon family 
where scripture reading, prayer, and going 
to church was always a huge part of my 
life. 

Then, when I was 18, I started 
experimenting with drugs and alcohol. It 
led me down a destructive path. 

Ten years later, I was homeless and in 
and out of jail for shoplifting and drunk 
and disorderly charges. 

I felt hopeless and knew I needed 
to change but couldn’t do it on my own. 
My addiction always sabotaged countless 

opportunities to turn my life around, including jobs and places to live. 
Being accepted into the New Life Program was the greatest gift of my entire 

life. My relationship with my family and God has renewed, and my future is bright 
now that I am free from my addictions.
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JOSH ROBERTS

I started using alcohol at the young 
age of about 8 or 9 years old. I didn’t 
realize that at the time it would be my 
drug of choice. I smoked marijuana for 
the first time at the age of 14. 

Drinking and smoking weed became 
a routine for me during my high school 
years. I felt that as long as I could keep it 
under control, it would all be okay. But it 
(and other drugs) soon became such a big 
part of my life that it became my biggest 
priority. It defined who I was. 

Eventually, I became desperate, called my family in Idaho Falls, and pleaded 
with them and asked for their help. They did some research and found Boise 
Rescue Mission Ministries.

Although I entered the program with an open mind and did what I had to 
do to get by, I was still hard-hearted. As time passed, I developed friendships and 
good relationships with the counselors. I felt welcomed and found people that 
cared about me and my well-being. God kept pulling on my heart until I couldn’t 
hold back anymore. I finally surrendered, and for the first time in my life, I gave 
my all to God. Here I am now making the most of it. I have grown spiritually 
and felt and seen the hand of God at work in my life. The Lord has blessed me 
abundantly. I have fully surrendered and committed my life to Christ, for I know 
that I need him.
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TODD SIMONTON

I was born in Lawrenceville, Georgia 
in the winter of 1977. At the age of about 
two, my parents split, and my father 
disappeared. It had a profound impact on 
my family and me. 

Despite my biological father being out 
of our family, I was still subject to violence 
and verbal assaults. The peculiar thing 
about all these situations was that they did 
not foster hate towards anyone else but 
myself. 

I was honestly a broken young man 
as I pursued drugs and alcohol, which did 

nothing for me except to deny myself the new life which was waiting for me all 
along. I have made my peace with this for the simple fact that God’s love shines 
and gives me that cherishing smile that I have been searching for so long. 

In the end, the answer is to surrender. Put your heart in God’s hands, and the 
entire world is open to you because of His grace. It is due to his grace that I am in 
the New Life Program where I have learned to gain and maintain a clean, sober, 
and safe lifestyle. I have developed many healthy and happy relationships that are 
Christ-centered and focused on accountability, and am being the best dad to my 
young daughter!

My sobriety could not have survived without my renewed fellowship with the 
Lord. I know what my sins and transgressions are, but the Love of Jesus teaches 
me that my debt is paid through His sacrifice. The only road to an abundant, 
fulfilling life is down the path that God has chosen for me, and I will seek His 
guidance daily to see how He will use me. He saved my life, and being in His 
service is the greatest blessing I have ever received. 

Ray, Dray, Chris, Josh, Fernando, Leo, and all the other staff members of the 
Boise Rescue Mission Ministries do an immeasurable charity to this community. 
They have been instrumental in helping me to formulate the plan that will give 
me a real chance at lifelong recovery. I would not be anywhere close to where I am 
today without their counsel; they helped me to discover that I had this strength 
inside me the entire time.
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JUSTIN LYNN GRUBB

I grew up with working alcoholic 
parents. I remember being young and 
hanging out at the bar watching my 
parents drink and play pool. Witnessing 
that led me to believe that drinking after 
work was a regular thing, and I couldn’t 
wait to do it and become an adult. 

During my early school days, I would 
skip school and get in trouble. On the 
weekends, my friends and I partied and 
trashed people’s homes. I was doing 
whatever came in front of me when it 
came to drugs. I thought our crew was 
pretty fun and that it would never end. 

At the age of twenty-two, I was working all day and partying all night. I ended 
up in a lousy depression contemplating suicide.  The only thing that saved me was 
making that goodbye call to my mom. I ended up in a mental health place for two 
weeks. Lots of events got me to that point, but those two weeks led me to recover 
from drinking and get my head straight. 

Unfortunately, a year later, I ended up back in the same place. After countless 
events that led to suicidal thoughts, returning to the same drinking patterns, 
getting in trouble with the law, hitting rock-bottom depression,  somewhere along 
the way while moving from place to place, I met and fell in love with my fiancée. 

We both met each other broken, but it seemed like God had a plan. We had 
our ups and downs but always had the strength to stay together through alcohol 
addiction. 

My fiancée is the one who convinced me to get clean and to come into the 
New Life Program, and that’s what I did. Being sober and realizing how much 
more there is to life is a blessing.  

Thank you to my fiancée, this program and the Lord for working on me every 
day. I got the chance to change my ways and behaviors. I’ve made a 180 from the 
person I once was.  Now I talk to my mom once a week, am more involved in my 
daughter’s life, go to church every Sunday, and got baptized with my fiancée! We 
both made our commitment to the Lord and now, plan to live for Him for the 
rest of our lives as best as we can. This life is just temporary, and with the Lord’s 
help, He prepares us for the rest of our lives and our eternal life. I am now over six 
months clean, and I love my life so much more than I ever have before.



...to put off your old self,  
which belongs to your former manner of life and is 

corrupt through deceitful desires,  
and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,  

and to put on the new self,  
created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 
Ephesians 4:22-24 (ESV)



SPECIAL THANKS!

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!

AND THANKS TO YOU!

A huge thank you to TEN MILE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
for hosting the celebration this evening and to all of the VOLUNTEERS

who offered their time to make it a success. 

Finally, thanks to YOU for being part of this celebration!  Your presence today is an 
encouragement to our graduates, and we hope it is also encouraging to you to see the 
transformation that has taken place in lives you are impacting with your generosity.  

All of our programs are funded by you, our donors, and we are truly grateful.

Food donated by: SNAKE RIVER PROVISIONS
Flowers donated by: Albertsons, Trader Joe’s, Bouquet 

Flower Shop, Floral Creations



TO TALK TO SOMEONE ABOUT THE NEW 
LIFE PROGRAM:

Women can call  
CITY LIGHT HOME FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

(208) 368-9901

Men can call  
LIGHTHOUSE RESCUE MISSION 

(208) 461-5030

RIVER OF LIFE RESCUE MISSION 
(208) 389-9840 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 

us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
Hebrews 12:1 (NIV)
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Restoring Faith, Hope, and Family Across the 
Treasure Valley since 1958

Simple, Safe, Secure Online Giving:

BoiseRM.org

MINISTRY CENTER
& WAREHOUSE

PO Box 1494, Boise ID 83701
Located at 308 S 24th St, Boise ID

(208) 343-2389

THE RESCUE MISSION 
THRIFT STORE
1215 12th Ave S 
Nampa, ID 83651 
(208) 466-4006

CITY LIGHT WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN’S SHELTER

1404 W Jefferson St 
Boise ID 83702
(208) 368-9901

RIVER OF LIFE 
MEN’S SHELTER  

575 S 13th St
Boise ID 83702
(208) 389-9840

LIGHTHOUSE 
MEN’S SHELTER 

304 16th Ave N 
Nampa ID 83687
(208) 461-5030

VALLEY WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN’S SHELTER     

869 W Corporate Ln
Nampa ID 83651
(208) 475-0725

RECOVERY LODGE  
921 W Corporate Ln

Nampa ID 83651
(208) 475-0725


